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Grade VI I I  

Lesson 3.  The Self ish Giant     

 

 

 

 

 

The Giant ’s Garden 

  Af t er  t heir  school, ever y af t er noon t he childr en used t o go t o play in t he giant ’s gar den. 

I t  was a lar ge gar den and lovely t oo. Over  t he sof t  gr een gr ass, could be seen innumer able 

beaut if ul f lower s. Dur ing spr ing, t he peach t r ees t hat  st ood in t he gar den blossomed int o pink 

and pear l and bor e r ich f r uit . The bir ds used t o chr ip and sing sweet  songs, t hat  even childr en 

used t o st op t o list en t o t hem. 

  The giant  had been away f or  seven year s, He had gone t o be wit h his f r iend, t he Cor nish 

ogr e. When he came back, he saw t he childr en playing in his gar den. He or der ed t hem, in a r ough 

voice t o go away and never  come back. He t hen built  a high wall ar ound his gar den and put  up a 

not ice boar d. “Tr espasser s will be pr osecut ed.” 

  The childr en became sad. They used t o wander  ar ound t he gar den, af t er  t heir  school got  

over . They used t o keep gazing at  t he high wall and kept  t alking t o each ot her  about  t he 

beaut if ul gar den. The Giant  was a ver y self ish Giant . 

 

Spring  Doesn’t  Come t o the Self ish Giant ’s Garden 

 Soon t he Spr ing came all over  t he count r y, except  in t he Self ish Giant ’s gar den. Ther e 

wer e lit t le blossoms ever ywher e and chir ping bir ds. The bir ds, t he t r ees, t he f lower s: none of  

t hem car ed t o blossom or  celebr at e spr ing as t her e wer e no childr en in t he Giant ’s gar den. The 

only happy people on t he gar den wer e t he snow and t he f r ost . The snow and t he f r ost  r ealise 

t hat  Spr ing had not  come t o his gar den. So, t hey decide t o st ay in t he gar den f or  t he ent ir e 

year . They also invit ed t he Nor t h wind and t he hail t o st ay wit h t hem. The hail came and kept  

r at t ling on t he r oof  t ill it  br oke most  of  t he slat es.     

 

 

 

Supplement ary Reader 

Soul of  the Chapt er 
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Finally the Spring came t o Giant ’s Garden  

  The Giant  was unable t o under st and as t o why spr ing had r eached ever ywher e except  f or  

in his gar den. He kept  wait ing but  t he spr ing never  came, nor  did t he summer  or  t he Aut umn.  

  One mor ning, while t he Giant  lay awake in his bed, he hear d lovely music. He t hought  t hat  

t he music was being pr oduced by t he King’s musicians, who must  be passing by. As he saw 

out side t he window, he saw t hat  t her e wer e no king’s musicians but  a linnet  singing. Then, he saw 

t hat  hail, t he snow and t he wint er  wer e all gone. He could also smell a delicious per f ume. The 

Giant  saw t hat  t hr ough a lit t le hole in t he wall, t he childr en had cr ept  in. I n ever y t r ee, he saw 

a child sit t ing and t he t r ees wer e so happy t o have t he childr en ar ound t hat  t hey cover ed 

t hemselves wit h blossoms. The bir ds and t he f lower s, likewise, added t o t he beaut y of  t he 

scene and t he gar den. 

 

One Corner Cont inued t o have Wint er 

 The Giant  saw t hat  t her e cont inued t o be one cor ner  in t he gar den wher e spr ing hadn’t  

yet  ar r ived. The Giant  saw t hat  a lit t le boy was st anding t her e, unable t o climb t he t r ee. The 

Giant  r ealised t hat  he had been self ish and t her ef or e t he spr ing had st ayed away. He decided 

t o help t he lit t le boy climb t he t r ee and t o knock down t he wall he had built . 

 

Seeing the Giant ,  the Children Ran Away f rom t he Garden  

  When t he Giant  ent er ed t he gar den, all t he childr en r an away seeing t he Giant . They 

wer e ver y f r ight ened of  him. Only t he lit t le boy dosen’t  r un f or  he hadn’t  seen t he Giant  coming. 

The Giant  gent ly t ook t he lit t le boy in his ar ms and put  him on t he t r ee. The t r ee immediat ely 

br oke int o a blossom. The lit t le boy embr aced and kissed t he Giant  and t hanked him. The ot her  

childr en seeing all t his came r unning int o t he gar den.  

  The Giant  announced t o t he childr en t hat  his gar den was now t he gar den of  t he childr en. 

The childr en used t o come ever y day t o play. The Giant  used t o be happy seeing t he childr en 

play, but  he could not  f ind t he lit t le boy. His eyes used t o sear ch ever y day f or  t he lit t le boy. 

But  year s went  by, t he Giant  gr ew old, but  t he lit t le boy was never  seen again.  

 

One Day he Saw the Lit t le Boy Again 

  Wit h t he  movement  in nat ur e, t he spr ing had again been r eplaced by wint er . The Giant , 

however , was shocked one mor ning  t o see spr ing in one of  t he f ar t hest  cor ner s of  his gar den. 
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He was sur pr ised t o see t he lit t le boy again. He r an t o meet  him, but  as he came close t o t he 

boy he saw t he pr int s of  t wo nails on his hands and f eet . The Giant  became r ed wit h anger . He 

want ed t o know who had wounded t he lit t le boy. He want ed t o kill t he one who had hur t  t he boy. 

 

Giant ’s Deat h 

  At  t he point , t he child answer ed t hat  t hese wound ar e ‘The wounds of  love.’ The Giant  

was f illed wit h awe and knelt  bef or e t he lit t le boy. The lit t le boy smiled at  t he Giant  and t old 

him t hat  he want ed t o t ake t he Giant  t o his gar den, t he Par adise. The next  day, when t he 

childr en came t o play in t he gar den, t hey saw t he Giant  lying dead under  t he t r ee. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Why is the Giant  called self ish? 

   The Giant  is called self ish because he dosen’t  allow t he childr en t o play in his gar den. 

2.  On one occasion t he children said “How happy we are here!’ Lat er t hey said:” How  

    happy we are there!” 

    What  are t hey ref erring t o in bot h t he cases? 

   I n bot h t he cases, t he childr en ar e r ef er r ing t o t he Giant ’s beaut if ul gar den, which was 

a per f ect  play gr ound f or  t hem. 

3.  (i) When spring  came,  it  was st ill wint er in t he garden.  What  does wint er stand f or or  

       indicat e here? 

  The wint er , in t he st or y, st ands f or  lack of  j oy and act ivit y. I t  st ands dead in cont r ast  

t o t he blossoms of  t he spr ing, t he sound of  bir ds singing and t he per f umed f r agr anced of  t he 

f lower s. 

  (i)  Wint er has been present ed like a st ory wit h it s own characters and t heir 

act ivit ies.  Describe t he st ory in your own words.  

  Wint er  had per manent ly come t o r eside in t he self ish Giant ’s gar den. Wint er , t hen, 

called it s kit h and kin. I t  called snow, f r ost , hail and t he Nor t h wind. The snow put  it s layer  on 

t he gr ass.  

NCERT Corner 

Comprehension Check -  Check 1 
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  The Fr ost  paint ed t he t r ees silver . The hail r at t led t ill it  br oke t he slat es and t he Nor t h 

wind br oke t he chimney pot s. Wint er  along wit h it s companions pr oved t o be dest r uct ive.  

4.  Was the Giant  happy or sad over the st ate of  t he garden? 

  The Giant  was not  happy looking at  t he st at e of  his gar den. He wor r ied wit h 

ast onishment  as t o why t he change in seasons didin’t  change t he condit ion of  his gar den. 

5.  What  ef f ect  did the linnet ’s song have over hail and the Nort h wind? 

   The linnet ’s song made t he r at t ling hail and t he r oar ing wind st op. 

 

 

 

1.  (i) The Giant  saw a most  wonderf ul sight .  What  did he see? 

  The Giant  saw his lif eless gar den r egain it s beaut y. He saw childr en sit t ing in t he 

br anches of  ever y t r ee, t he t r ee laid wit h f r uit  and blossoms. He could smell t he per f umed 

f r agr ance of  t he f lower s and hear  t he bir ds singing. 

  (ii) What  did he realise on seeing it ? 

   He r ealised his mist ake. He r ealised t hat  t he r eal beaut y was t o be f ound in childr en.  

2.  Why was it  st ill winter in one corner of  the garden? 

  I n one cor ner  of  t he gar den, t her e cont inued t o be wint er  because a lit t le boy was 

unable t o climb t he t r ee. 

3.  Describe t he f irst  meet ing of  the lit t le boy and t he Giant .  

  The f ir st  meet ing bet ween t he lit t le boy and t he Giant  t akes place when t he Giant  had 

r ealised his mist ake. The Giant  picks up t he lit t le boy in his ar ms and helps him t o climb t he 

t r ee. The boy was sur pr ised at  t he Giant ’s act  of  kindness and hugged and kissed him, in r et ur n. 

4.  Describe t heir second meet ing af t er a long int erval.   

  The second meet ing bet ween t he Giant  and t he boy t akes place many year s lat er  when 

t he Giant  had gr own old. The Giant  r uns wit h j oy t o meet  t he lit t le boy, when he sees him. The 

lit t le boy smiles at  t he Giant .  

  Despit e wint er , t he Giant  sees whit e f lower  blossoms at  t he place wher e t he boy st ood. 

The boy inf or ms t he Giant  t hat  he had come t o t ake t he Giant  wit h him, t o his gar den, t he 

Par adise. 

 

 

Check 2 
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5.  The Giant  lay dead,  all covered with white blossoms.  What  does t his sent ence indicate  

    about  t he once self ish Giant ? 

  This sent ence indicat es t hat  t he Giant  had been blessed wit h Chr ist ’s love and mer cy. 

Whit e f lower s ar e indicat ive of  peace and compassion, somet hing t hat  t he Giant  had lear nt  

f r om t he childr en in his gar den. 

 

 

 

 

Discuss t he f ollowing t opics in groups.  

1.  The lit t le child’s hands and f eet  had marks of  nails.  Who does the child remind you of ?  

    Give a reason f or your answer.  

  The lit t le child r eminds us of  Lor d Chr ist . Chr ist  was cr ucif ied on a cr oss, nailed on his 

hands and f eet , t he impr essions of  which t he child had on his hands and f eet . 

2.  I s t here somet hing like t his garden near where you live? Would you like one (without   

    t he Giant  perhaps) and why? What  would you do t o keep it  in good shape? 

  Yes, I  have a beaut if ul gar den in f r ont  of  my house. I t  has many colour f ul f lower s and 

swings  t o play on. The gar den is loved by all t he people who st ay t her e. 

  The elder s use it  f or  exer cise and t he childr en use it  t o play. To maint ain it  pr oper ly, we 

should make sur e t hat  mor e and mor e plant s ar e plant ed  and nobody lit t er s t he place. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  How many peach t rees st ood in t he garden of  t he Giant ? 

   Ther e wer e t welve peach t r ees in t he Giant ’s gar den. 

2.  Where had t he Giant  gone? 

  The Giant  had gone t o his f r iend’s place f or  seven year s. 

3.  What  ef f ect  did the songs of  t he birds have on the children? 

  The childr en used t o get  spellbound by t he songs t hat  t he bir ds sang. They would st op 

playing t o list en t o t he bir ds singing. 

Check 3 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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4.  Where did t he children play af t er t he Giant  pushed them out  of  his garden? 

  On being pushed out  of  t he gar den, t he childr en t r ied t o play on t he r oad. T was, 

however , dif f icult  t o play on t he r oad because t he r oad was dust y and had har d st ones. 

5.  Choose t he odd one out .  

  (a) Snow, Hail, Wint er , Summer , Fr ost . 

  Summer  

6.  How many seasons passed bef ore the spring came in the Giant ’s garden? 

  Af t er  wint er , t he summer  and t he aut umn also went  by bef or e spr ing came t o t he Giant ’s 

gar den. 

7.  What  did the children say when the Giant  quest ions them about  the lit t le boy? 

  On being quest ioned about  t he lit t le boy, t he childr en t old t he Giant  t hat  t hey didn’t  

know wher e t he lit t le boy lived, nor  had t hey seen him bef or e. 

8.  Why did t he Giant  get  red with anger on seeing t he lit t le boy? 

  Year s lat er  when t he Giant  saw t he lit t le boy, he r ushed t o him t o meet  him. His j oy, 

however , t ur ned t o anger  when he saw t he lit t le boy wounded. 

9.  Who did the Giant  credit  t o t he source of  t he sweet  music? 

  Af t er  a ver y long t ime, when sweet  music r eached t he Giant ’s ear s, he t hought  t hat  t he 

king’s musicians must  have been passing by.  

10.  Where did t he music come f rom? 

   The music was not  pr oduced by t he king’s musicians but  it  was a linnet  singing. The 

spr ing had f inally come t o t he Giant ’s gar den and wit h it  sweet  music. 

 

 

 

1.  Why did t he Giant  knock down the wall t hat  he himself  bad built ? 

  The Giant  knocked down t he wall when he r ealised t hat  he was being self ish. He r ealised 

t hat  t he change in seasons r ender ed no change in his gar den because of  his at t it ude. 

He under st ood t hat  he was depr ived of  t he j oy of  spr ing because t he r eal sour ce of  j oy was t o 

be f ound in t he childr en. 

 

 

 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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2.  Why did t he Giant  not  allow t he children t o his garden? 

  The Giant  was a self ish Giant  He believed t hat  his gar den belonged only t o him and 

should be used only by him. For  t his r eason, he banned t he ent r y of  childr en f r om his gar den 

and put  up a not ice boar d st at ing,” Tr espasser s will be pr osecut ed.” 

3.  What  were the dif f erences bet ween t he Giant ’s garden and the ot her gardens during  

    t he spring season? 

  Dur ing spr ing, t he t r ees in all ot her  gar dens wer e f illed wit h golden f r uit s except  f or  

t he Giant ’s gar den. 

  All ot her  gar dens had lit t le blossoms and lit t le bir ds. The Giant ’s gar den had none. The 

Giant s gar den was whit e and cold dur ing t his t ime. Wint er  and snow became t he per manent  

r esident s in his gar den. 

4.  Why was the Giant  sad,  despite spring having had come t o his garden? 

  The giant  was sad because he missed his dear  lit t le f r iend, t he lit t le boy whom he had 

helped climb t he t r ee. 

  He asked t he ot her  childr en t o t ell t he lit t le boy t o come and play in his gar den. The 

childr en, however , inf or med him t hat  t hey didn’t  know t he boy nor  did t hey know wher e he lived. 

5.  Describe t he Giant  during his old age.  

  Many year s had passed and t he Giant  gr ew old. He had become ver y weak and f eeble. He 

could no longer  play wit h t he childr en who came t o play in his gar den. 

  He could mer ely see t hem playing while sit t ing on a huge ar m chair  and admir e t he beaut y 

of  t he childr en and his gar den.  

6.  Why was the Giant  f iled wit h a ‘st range awe’ on meet ing t he lit t le boy? 

  When t he Giant  meet s t he lit t le boy f or  t he second t ime, he was f illed wit h a st r ange 

sense of  awe because t he lit t le boy r evealed himself  t o be t he Chr ist . 

  On seeing Chr ist  st and bef or e him and having come t o t ake him t o Par adise, t he Giant  

was over whelmed wit h st r ange emot ions. 
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1.  The line, ” My own garden is my own garden” get s t ransf ormed in the course of  the  

   st ory.  Explain why? 

  The line, “ My own gar den is my own gar den” get s t r ansf or med int o “it  is your  gar den 

now, dear  childr en.” The giant  kept  wait ing f or  t he spr ing t o come. The spr ing, however , comes 

only when t he childr en come back. 

  The Giant  is quick t o r ealise t hat  t he r eal f lower s t o be f ound in t he t r ees ar e t he 

childr en. Ther ef or e, t hr ough t hese lines t he Giant  Welcomes back t he childr en int o his gar den. 

2.  What  were the reason behind the changes t hat  were seen in t he Giant ? 

  The Giant  was able t o see t hat  t he spr ing had r eached ever y ot her  gar den except  f or  

his. He, however , f ailed t o under st and why spr ing was get t ing so lat e in r eaching his gar den. 

  I n ot her  gar dens, t he   wint er  was r eplaced by spr ing, t hen summer  and also aut umn. I n 

his gar den wint er  had per manent ly r esided. 

Soon he saw t hat  as soon as t he childr en ent er ed his gar den, t he spr ing came f ollowing t oo. He 

r ealised t hat  t he r eal beaut y was t o be f ound in childr en who played in hid gar den. 

3.  Discuss t he theme of  change in heart  as illust rat ed t hough the st ory.  

  The st or y put s a lot  of  emphasis on t he t heme of  change in hear t  as illust r at ed t hr ough 

t he cent r al pr ot agonist , t he Giant .  

  The Giant , t hough hef t y and st r ong., had almost  been r ender ed incapable of  r eceiving 

any j oy because he was a self ish Giant . 

  The moment  he changes his at t it ude and becomes mor e sensit ive, he exper iences t he 

ut most  bliss of  nat ur e. 

  His change in hear t  f acilit at es him t o r eceive many r ewar ds: a beaut if ul gar den, t he j oy 

t hat  t he childr en spr ead and t he mer cy of  Chr ist  himself . 

4.  Explain in the line,  “ but  t hese are the wounds of  love. ” 

  The lit t le boy ut t er s t hese lines, ”but  t hese ar e t he wounds of  love”, when t he Giant  sees 

him wounded wit h t he pr int s of  nails on his hands and f eet . Thr ough t hese lines t he lit t le boy 

r eveals himself  t o be t he Chr ist  it self . He calls t hese wounds t he ‘wounds of  love’ because he 

choose t o die and sacr if ice his lif e f or  t he sake of  his love f or  man and mankind. These wounds 

wer e Chr ist ’s loved and ult imat e sacr if ice f or  humanit y. 

 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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1.  What  does t he arrival of  t he lit t le boy f or t he second t ime indicate?  

  The lit t le boy inf or ms t he Giant  t hat  he had come t o t ake t he Giant  his gar den, which is 

Par adise. The lit t le boy is emblemat ic of  Chr ist  and his love and mer cy. The Chr ist  comes t o 

deliver  t he Giant  f r om lif e and t ake him int o t he lap of  love. The Giant  had cast  away his 

self ishness; t her ef or e, t he Chr ist  himself  comes f or  t he Giant ’s deliver ance. The coming of  t he 

Chr ist  in t he f or m of  t he lit t le boy also emphasises t he impor t ance of  f or giveness. 

2.  Which value does the chapt er st rongly condemn? 

  The chapt er  st r ongly condemn t he idea of  being ‘self ish’. Till t he point  t he Giant  was 

self ish he f ails t o enj oy t he gif t s of  nat ur e and God. Despit e having a big gar den, t he gar den 

r emained bar r en. The moment  he r ealised his mist akes t he Giant ’s gar den began t o bloom. The 

chapt er  cr it iques a man consider ing himself  as t he supr eme r uler  of  t he benef it s of  nat ur e. 

 

Value Based Quest ions 


